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…A few crucial months to go
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Ascent and Descent on Everest 
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The Plan Ahead…

• New collection of predicted grades from teachers
• Identify those students who are a concern and at risk 

of underachieving
• After school support programme finalised
• Parents Information evening

September

• Reports completed by teachers
• Reports sent home 
• Your revision should start for Mocks around half term

October

• Mock exam timetable for December sent home
• Subjects start focussing on Mock Exam Prep
• Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
• Sixth Form Open Evening
• Sixth Form Applications 

November

• All Art Coursework to be handed in complete by New 
Year

• Mock Exams – All subjects
• Christmas time = half-way point!

December

BASE CAMP

SUMMIT



Biggest Factor

Attitude 
and 

Commitment 



COMMITMENT• You have to make the decision to 
“buy in” 

• Commit yourself to being the best 
you can be

• Be prepared to do the hard work

Commitment often comes from 
having something to aim at or 

work toward  



Hedingham Sixth Form
• We offer a pathway to all Year 11 students
• What have we done so far

– Taster Day
– Subject Talks in assembly 
– Careers event
– Digital prospectus 
– Headship elections

• What we are going to offer
– Printed prospectus 
– Open Evening (Thursday 7 November 6 – 8.00pm)
– Subject marketplace 
– Applications 
– Year 11 Taster Day (Summer Term)



Hedingham Sixth Form 
Application Process

• Application process formally opens after 
Open Evening
– (They can apply before!)

• Interview process
– Date to be confirmed

• Applications can change
– Students can change options

• Questions about subjects/Sixth Form in 
general 



Working Towards Mock Exams



Why are the Mocks important?
Mock exams are vital for practice; just as actors need a stage
rehearsal before the real performance, so they need practice under
exam conditions before they take the real exams in the summer.

Mock exams test your knowledge and let them and their teachers  know
which topics are their strongest and weakest. You (and the  students) 
can then plan revision based on giving more time to  your weakest
areas.

It will help them recall knowledge in their real exams. Their GCSE  exams
might seem along way away, but if they revise thoroughly  now, they will 
be amazed at how quickly and easily they will  remember things when
they revise asecond time.

Forsubjectsthat are tiered, this will act asa‘test run’ – they will  not be
able to enter for the Higher Tier in the summer unless they  prove they
can perform well in the mocks.



YEAR 11 STUDENT MARGINAL GAINS??

Prep fully for 
class tests and 
Mocks

Homework Analyse Past 
Papers

Asking for help

Tutor Time
Catch 
up/Revision 
sessions

Focus in 
class

On-line 
revision tools





What makes effective revision?

● Dedicated time, space and
resources

● Focus on knowledge
● Focus on exam technique



• Uses their time up
• Stressful
• Boring
• Difficult
• They don’t know how to do it
• It doesn’t feel like it works

Why don’t students like revision?



What doesn’t work?

Passive 
re-reading of 
notes  and 
textbooks



High-lighting

What doesn’t work?



Cramming  

for hours

What doesn’t work?



Using the exam specification, notes and textbooks to 
CONDENSE the knowledge  down into manageable forms

Flashcards Mindmaps Knowledge organisers

What does work?



Repeatedly testing yourself on 
the knowledge you need

This is a great 
way for family  
and friends to 
offer support

What does work?



Focus on your 
weak spots

What does work?



Spacing your testing out over weeks 
and months, not hours

What does work?

Mock Exams start on 
Thursday 5 December



If you have questions or concerns as a 
parent, there are 3 main points of contact:

1. Tutor 
2. Head of Year - Mr Lockley 

hed.lockleyj@hedingham.essex.sch.uk
3. Mr Pearson – Assistant Headteacher 

Student Progress and Attainment 
hed.pearsonj@hedingham.essex.sch.uk

Where to get help …

mailto:hed.lockleyj@hedingham.essex.sch.uk
mailto:hed.pearsonj@hedingham.essex.sch.uk
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