We look forward to sharing a special day with our Year 11 students on Friday 12 June as they reach the end of their journey
through their GCSEs. We are excited by the prospect of so many of our cohort remaining with us in our Sixth Form, but the end
of Year 11 still marks a very special moment that we hope will prove a memorable experience for many. So many students have
worked hard for their examinations, and | am sure that they are all looking forward to some time when they can deflect their
focus onto other areas of interest and have a break from the intense nature of an examination period.

The traditional signing of shirts, tearful celebrations, assembly of memories and messages noted in leavers’ books will be central
to their day (after they have completed a Science examination in the morning!). | am keeping my fingers crossed for a return of
the sunshine we have seen mere glimpses of since the half-term holiday as we have outdoor events planned including a visit
from the ice cream van!

| extend my thanks to the parents and families of Year 11 students who have supported them through such a taxing few months;
| am sure you are relieved to see the end of this year’s examination season.
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We are pleased to announce the winner of the first weekly form attendance award. This was Miss Plumb's form with 97.7%
attendance for the week beginning Monday 1 June, well done! These students were surprised with a little sweet treat to
reward their excellent attendance. | wonder who will be this week’s winners!

As we are now in the final half-term, this is the last chance for students to enter this year's attendance raffle. Students simply
need 97% attendance for this half-term to gain their final raffle entry. The grand prize of a Nintendo Switch 2 will be drawn at
the end of the award ceremony and one lucky student will walk away from school that day with their prize. They have to be "in
it to win it", so alongside the main important benefit of their education, if they want their chance to win, every day at school
matters. A special thank you to HPTA for their very generous donation of a prize.

One of the strands to our vision as a school is that we help build students who will positively contribute to wider society as active
citizens. | believe deeply that the vast majority of our students have a strong inherent concept of what is right and wrong with a
desire to contribute to society in a positive way. | had the pleasure of taking a call from a family member of a local gentleman
who had suffered a fall in his home, local to the school. One of our students in Year 9 had heard his cries for help and attempted
to assist him but had been unable to access the home despite the gentleman’s request for help. Recognising his distress, he
attempted to reassure him and, sensibly, asked another student passing to stay put whilst he ran to the school to get an adult’s
help. Once he alerted the front office, a member of our reception staff followed him to the home where they managed to con-
tact his family who came to his aid.

The family member who called the school was hugely appreciative of our students (and staff) and it was a proud call for me to
take. | spoke with the student to thank him and praise him for his efforts which he brushed off with huge humility.

Our sports day is scheduled for 7 July. Students in form groups are currently selecting their House sports day teams. Very much
the essence of our sports day is the wider inclusion of as many students as possible and we are actively encouraging students to
get involved. Each student is only able to take part in one track and field event although they are able to do the tug of war event
and the relay in addition to this. Please encourage your child to get involved as there are House Points for participation.

Thank you to those Year 10 students who have written application letters to be a prefect. We have had some fabulous letters,
and | am excited by the prospect of being involved with the interview process.

On Thursday 18 June, Year 10 students will experience a day in the life of a Hedingham Sixth Former. Students are able to select
from our full range of Level 3 courses to sample taster lessons. In addition, the students will have access to all Sixth Form facili-
ties including our new Sixth Form cafe, T Level block and study rooms. Please note this is a non-uniform day for Year 10 only and
they should report to the main hall for a welcome assembly from Mr Hyde, Head of Sixth Form.

As we approach a period when the House competition really heats up (Sports Day, Celebration Events, Attendance Awards,
Hedingham’s Got Talent), reinforcing the importance of a sense of belonging to our House system is important. All students
were issued with a House badge earlier in the year that we have asked them to wear on their blazer lapel. Can you please
ensure that your child has their house badge attached to their blazer. If the badge has been lost, a replacement is available
through the Student Support Centre.

On 10 June, 52 Year 12s travelled to the University of Essex for the UCAS Roadshow where they got the opportunity to speak to
representatives from over 100 universities, gather prospectuses, ask questions, find out what courses are offered, and explore
entry requirements.

The Year 8 team that participated in the Police 999 football tournament on
Tuesday 9 June did very well. They narrowly lost on penalties in the final. They
were very well behaved all day and were much better behaved than most of
the other schools.

If you see any of the boys, please congratulate them.



This week, our Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) students completed one of the most significant components of their qualifi-
cation: their final presentations.

As part of the EPQ, students are required to present the journey of their project to an audience,
reflecting on the research, planning and development process that led to their final outcome.
Following their presentation, students must also host a question-and-answer session, demonstrating
their depth of knowledge and ability to critically evaluate both their project and the overall process.
This presentation element sits alongside a detailed production log and a 5,000-word essay, making

it a substantial and highly respected qualification.

Before delivering their assessed presentations, our Sixth Form EPQ students had the opportunity —-E S;

to trial their presentations with a Year 10 audience. This valuable experience allowed them to practise 'fﬂm |
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Throughout the EPQ process, students have demonstrated exceptional commitment, resilience and
intellectual curiosity. Their presentations showcased a wide range of skills, including independent ”
research, critical thinking, communication, organisation and public speaking.

We are incredibly proud of the hard work and dedication shown by all of our EPQ students and congratulate them on the high
standard of their presentations.

Here are two statements from students who visited our local primary schools and working with the Year 6 students.

“At St Peter’s primary school, we had to finally put our planning from the week into action. Getting to know the children first and
observing how they answered questions together helped us to approach and eventually help the Year 6s tackle the questions they
had been struggling on. After the end of the session, we regrouped to review what went well and what we could do better.
Before our trip to De Vere primary school we regrouped once more to perfect our slides. Feeling more confident, we settled in
and played our roles perfectly. Everything was in order and we all spoke clearly and made sure the children were having a fun
time. In all, the second trip was more successful than the first.”

Eli, Year 9 Student

“As a group, we have visited 2 of our local primary schools, St Peter’s and De Vere. We have done a range of activities in their
Year 6 classes. All based on our theme for the Dora Love competition this year which is migration. As a whole class they all start-
ed by making a word cloud based around the word migration to see what prior knowledge they already know about the word.
After the class split into groups each individually working on a separate activity. This was a range from push and pull factors,
Hedingham’s migration stories and others. The activity | was set on was all about Hedingham’s migration. Their overall task was
to colour in a plain map of the world based on where people had come from to get to Hedingham School. | gave the group a
world map and they each had to name as many flags as they could before putting that onto their maps. This activity turned out
very successful as they all had a lot of fun not only colouring them in but also naming the flags. Each student that | spoke to con-
tributed really well with this task which showed their level of engagement in the classroom. After completing all the tasks, they
were set a final challenge of completing another word cloud. This differed widely from the first one they completed as the tasks
we had set in place made them have a new understanding of migrations and getting rid of all the misconceptions that they may
have been facing. They were able to provide not only where people might move to but also the reasons they may move as well.
Overall, the session was very educational for the Yeat 6s and they now have a new developed idea of the term migration, and
they understand the key themes from it”.

Lucy, Year 9 Student

On the 1 June we launched this year’s Hedingham's Got Talent competition. During Form, tutors will speak to students so they
can start thinking about their ideas. The categories in the competition are:

Music Set Design Make-up

Drama Poetry Creative Programming
Dance Creative Writing Costume Design
Musical Theatre Baking

Art Photography

The deadline for entries is the 26 June. We hope to see as much student involvement as possible. There will be House Assem-
blies week beginning the 8 June providing further information.
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FOR PARENTS/CARERS

of primary aged children

Provided by your Mental Health Support Team
@EssexMHST__and_SETcamhs

Understanding and Managing
Difficult Behaviour
3@ June 10 am

Moving Up! Transition from
Infants to Juniors
17" June 10 am and 7 pm

Moving Up! Transition from
Primary to Secondary

24" June 10 am and 7 pm

North East London
Striving to provide the best care by the best people " NHS Foundation Trust

FREE
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FOR PARENTS/
CARERS

of secondary aged children to support
with mental health and wellbeing.

Provided by your Mental Health Support Team
@EssexMHST _and_ SETcamhs
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Coming up
in June...

Understanding and Supporting Anxiety
2" June 10 am

Talking to Your Teen About Mental
Health and Wellbeing
11" June 10 am

Understanding and Supporting Your
Child with Self-Harm
16™ June 6:30 pm

North East London
INHS Foundation Trust

Paul Finch, Headteacher




